
Rev. Victor Yakubu, Parochial Administrator                        
Rev. Julius Kayiwa, Parochial Vicar    
                                       

Confession on Saturday:                                                         

By appointment and it will be outdoors/English/Spanish  
 

Saturday Rosary: And Litanies of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 3:45pm 
Saturday Mass (Vigil): English -4:00 p.m. 
Sunday Rosary: And Litanies of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 9:45pm  
Sunday Mass: Spanish 10:00am 
 

Liturgy of the Weekdays 
Every day at Noon: Angelus/Regina Caeli 
Monday: 7:00am Adoration & Mass 7:30am 
Tuesday & Wednesday:Adoration 8:30am & Mass 
9:00am 

Thursday: Adoration: 8:30am & Mass: 9:00am 
or Prayer of the Evangelization at 10:00am 
Friday During Letn: Way of the Cross 3:00pm       
concluding with Mass 
Saturday: Adoration: 7:00 a.m. & 7:30 a.m. 
Mass in Honor of the Virgen Mary 

15385 Pierce Ferry Road  
(Poste de milla número 4) 
P.O. Box 337, Dolan Springs AZ 86441 
Teléfono: (928) 767-3397 
 

Padre: Victor Yakubu, Administrador Parroquial 
Padre: Julius Kayiwa, Vicario Parroquial 

 

Confesión el Sábado: 
Por cita y será al aire libre (Español y Inglés) 

 

Rosario el Sábado: Y letanías de la Santisima     Vir-
gen Maria—3:45pm 

Misa el Sábado: (Vigilia) / Inglés 4:00 p.m.   

Rosario el Domingo: Y letanías de la Santisima  Vir-
gen Maria— 9:45pm 

Misa el Domingo: Espańol /10:00 a.m. 

 

Liturgia en los Dias de la Semana 

Cada Día a las Doce: Angelus/Regina Caeli 

Lunes: Adoración: 7:00am y Misa 7:30am  

Martes y Miércoles: Adoración 8:30am y Misa 
9:00am 

Jueves: Adoración: 8:30am y Misa: 9:00 m o la 
Oración de la Evangelización a las 10:00am   

Viernes Durante Quaresma:Camino de la Cruz a 
las 3:00pm y concluyendo con Misa 

Sábado: Adoración: 7:00am y a las 7:30am        
Misa en Honor de Virgen María 

Our Lady of the Desert Catholic Church                                                            
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C. S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity is a must read for all 
Christians. Lewis was an Oxford University professor 
who became an atheist and later converted again to 
Christianity. After his reconversion he decided to 
write the little treatise on Christianity based on his 
radio interviews on the common beliefs that Chris-
tians share without going into the complications of 
theology, dogma, or doctrine. Lewis intended with his 
book, to present the Christian faith in simple forms 
without offending theologians and leaders of the 
Christian faith. He wanted those who 
professed atheism as a way of life, to 
reconsider conversion just as he did. 
 
I have found the book by Lewis a very 
interesting read. Christianity is often 
perceived wrongly based on the divi-
sions we have rather than based on the 
common grounds that we rightly share 
from the bible. The promoters of these 
divisions use traditional and social me-
dia preaching misconceived assump-
tions thereby increasing the gap caused 
by historical disagreements. But Lewis 
refused to tug that line. He argues that looking at the 
universe you imagine which power is behind it. Sec-
ondly, Lewis considered the dualisms of life where 
evil is opposing good and the reality of pain when life 
is supposed to be total happiness. Anyway, he con-
cluded that God is creator of the Universe and He 
does not interfere with man’s freewill and the ability 
to discern between multiples choices. I agree with this 
position. 
 
Jesus is the binding force that keeps all Christians on 
their feet in praise of God the Father. The revelation 
of Jesus to the world is a reminder to every living be-
ing that the oneness of God is unique to all people no 
matter where they live. For this reason, Jesus himself 
said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, be-
cause without me you can do nothing.” Every Chris-
tian who calls on the name of Jesus cannot wish for 
divisions in the body of Christ but unity that drives us 
to be God’s children. 
 
However, as history has shown the divisions created 

pain and suffering which makes Lewis’ book neutral 

to historical facts. Christians should look at the com-

mon grounds that bind us together instead of living in 

the past.  

Christianity needs to overcome barriers of theology 

and dogma and rely on the bible as the binding force. I 

know that writing this as a Catholic and a priest can 

make others question my allegiance to the Magisteri-

um of the Church. I do not oppose any authority but 

rather add my voice to Christian unity. 

 

My point on Christian unity is based on Jesus as the 
true vine, who said, “If you remain in me and my 

words remain in you, ask for whatever 
you want, and it will be done for you. 
By this is my Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disci-
ples.” Divisions perpetuate our histori-
cal divisions and widen the gap be-
tween us. But Jesus sews those gaps 
and brings us closer to our common 
heritage: The Bible. 
 
Saul after his conversion joined the 

disciples and was accepted whole-

heartedly. He later became an instru-

ment in the hands of God for the conversion of gen-

tiles. He moved freely and became a great apostle of 

Christendom. For all denominations to work effective-

ly, we must return to biblical teachings of love, for-

giveness, tolerance, and unity. St. John, the beloved 

apostle said, “Children, let us love not in word or 

speech but indeed and truth. Those who keep his com-

mandments remain in him, and he in them, and the 

way we know that he remains in us is from the Spirit 

he gave us.” Fortunately for the Christian spirit, no-

body has a monopoly on it: it moves freely to wherev-

er it wills. And since it is given to us freely by God, 

we ought to utilize it for the growth of our faith based 

on Jesus, the True Vine. 

 

Lewis’ book may not be the best book on the Christian 

faith, but he has assisted in covering our loopholes 

concerning unity and love. Whatever opinion you hold 

about C.S. Lewis’ writing, consider the teaching of 

Jesus that He is the Vine, and we all are the Branches. 

We need the Vine to survive in this journey of faith 

with others like us. Keep praying! 

Fourth Sunday of Easter: Year B   

Christians and the Image of Jesus as the True Vine 

Rev. Victor C. Yakubu, Parochial Administrator 
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 Rising with Christ – Come to the Feast of the Lord  

Parish Updates for Mass and Gatherings  

April 15, 2021  

 

 With gratitude to God, this past Holy Week and Easter saw the great blessing of the faithful 

gathering for the public liturgies in greater numbers. In addition, the release of Bishop Olmsted’s 

Apostolic Exhortation, Veneremur Cernui, Downward in Adoration Falling, has provided us with 

an opportunity to reflect more deeply on the great gift of the Mass and Holy Eucharist.  

As Arizona enters the next phase of COVID19 mitigation and given the accessibility of the     

vaccine for those who wish to receive it, it is appropriate for the Church to take reasonable, safe 

and sensible steps forward in our approach to Mass and ministry gatherings. For this reason, the 

following guidelines replace all documents that have been previously communicated by the     

Diocese of Phoenix related to the pandemic and our commitment to be healthy, smart and holy 

during these times.  

 • Physical distancing of at least 6 feet is recommended between unrelated groups or those 

 not in the same household.  

 • The use of face coverings will continue to be recommended in accordance with the CDC  

 guidelines and advice from the medical community, particularly indoors for those not able 

 to stay at least 6 feet apart from groups that are unrelated or not in the same household.  

 • Individual pastors may choose to require the use of facial coverings given their local 

 communities circumstances.  

 • Continue to live stream the Mass for those who are unable to attend in person. Offering 

 Holy Communion after the streamed Mass to those who wish to receive should be         

 considered for your pastoral situation at the parish. 

 



 

 • Those who are sick or vulnerable should remain at home and join in a streamed or televised Mass.  

 • The sign of peace may be offered through a gesture such as a nod, bow or a simple hand wave.  

 • Distribution of Holy Communion – Priests and ministers should wear face coverings and sanitize their 
 hands both before and after the distribution of Holy Communion.  

 • Communion may be received either on the hand or on the tongue at the communicant’s discretion – 
 at a minimum care should be taken by the minister of Holy Communion to sanitize their hands if they 
 determine they have touched a person’s tongue or saliva. Sanitizing after each communion on the 
 tongue may continue at the discretion of the minister. A designated station may be identified for those 
 who wish to receive on the tongue.  

 • The distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended during the pandemic time.  

 • Parishes may continue to reinstate choirs and altar servers but in a manner that mitigates risk of 
 spread of the virus (e.g., physical distancing, use of facial coverings, etc.) when appropriate.  

 • Holy Water may be returned to large circulating fonts. Water may also be returned to smaller fonts at 
 the doors but should be changed daily. Sanitizing the area around the fonts touched by the faithful 
 should be done on a frequent basis.  

 • Other Sacraments, such as Confession and Baptism, ought to continue as usual, using prudential       
 judgment regarding mitigation precautions.  

 • Parishes should have hand sanitizing stations in public areas to assist in good hygiene.  

 • Other things to consider: o the use of missalettes, hymnals and other materials in the pews may be 
 done using prudential judgement.  

  * The passing of the collection basket should be avoided – but other means of providing the  
  opportunity to give should be provided such as baskets at the door, collection baskets used by  
  ushers with long handles.  

 

 • Gatherings of the faithful may resume with no size limits if the parish mitigates risk of exposure, (i.e., 
 physical distancing, encouragement of facial coverings and hand sanitizing/washing, etc.).  

 • Every attempt should be made to visit and anoint the sick at home or in the hospital in a manner that 
 is safe for the visitor, the sick person and other members of the household/staff. It is important to re
 spond promptly to these calls, visiting the sick and dying as an act of mercy. We know this can be done 
 in a safe manner that mitigates risk of the spread of the virus.  

 • Communion visits to the homebound by lay ministers or clergy may resume using prudential judgment 
 and proper mitigation.  

 • The dispensation from Sunday Mass and Holy Day obligation remains in place. Those who are            
 vulnerable or who care for others with underlying chronic health conditions are encouraged to stay 
 home. In addition, those who are not feeling well are asked to remain at home. Both are encouraged to 
 watch  Mass via livestream. The dispensation does not relieve the faithful from their sacred duty to keep 
 holy the sabbath, so all are encouraged to spend time in prayer, thanksgiving, and rest on Sundays.  

Thank you for all you are doing to serve the people of God. Your ability to adapt and accommodate during these 
times has shown the faithful your deep desire to help them encounter the Risen Lord in the Church. As we    
continue the journey, may our Eucharistic Lord provide us the grace and strength needed to share the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth.  


